Writing Rubric for Eleventh Grade Essays
Student: _________________________________    Date: __________________
   Criteria 


  


    Points

	
	Not Acceptable
 (8-12)
	Needs Improvement (13-14)
	Average 

(15-16)
	Good

(17)
	 Excellent

(18-20)
	

	 Thesis
	No thesis, very confusing thesis, or thesis is unrelated to the prompt; failed to use definition coherently.
	Thesis does not communicate a clear idea; awkward wording or formatting; does not relay clear direction for the definition.
	Functional thesis, but lacks purpose; does not offer clear direction but uses the definition appropriately.
	Clear thesis; provides general direction; uses the definition well and is nicely written; interesting and thoughtful ideas.
	Has an attention getter that leads into a sound essay and is well written; good use of definition, connotations, and ideas to form the thesis.
	

	Organization
	Does not flow well; No logical order or presentation of ideas; may be missing important elements of the essay.
	essay appears unfocused and rashly put together; may be missing an introduction or conclusion or thesis; doesn’t flow with the thesis.
	Has the basic organization but may not be profound; fulfilled five paragraph format with average intro and/or conclusion.
	adequate flow and cohesion; attempts transitions; reiterates qualities of good writing; nice intro and conclusion.
	Beautiful organization of ideas; interesting intro and conclusion; paper flows together well; nice transitions; good use of narration to move the essay forward.
	

	Content Knowledge
	Student does not have grasp of assignment; student cannot answer questions about the purpose of the assignment or literary elements; inappropriate; 
	Student is uncomfortable with assignment and is able to demonstrate basic concepts; doesn’t follow through with ideas about literary devices; barely touches on relation to the definition.
	Student is at ease  but fails to elaborate; provides relative analysis; doesn’t follow through with literary elements; attempted to discuss definition but may not connect it to the narrative.
	Student answers the assignment completely; insightful analysis but could be more developed; used little good connotations; tried to connect to the word through narrative work.
	Student demonstrates full understanding of assignment (more than required); offers great details; provides substantial content and connotations; makes meaningful connections to the text; great use of the definition and relation to the narrative.
	

	Writer’s Voice
	Language choices were not effective and failed to add anything to the essay; tone inappropriate; often wordy or redundant; limited vocabulary interferes with meaning.
	Uses some language choices, but they may not be effective or productive; attempted appropriate tone for audience; sometimes stilted or wordy; used some variations of definition.
	Attempts to use language choices to help with the style or tone; appropriate for the type of writing;  functional vocabulary; employs some focus on theme. 
	Solid command of language; clear but may have occasional awkwardness; successfully addresses audience; would benefit from more powerful/precise words.
	Effectively use language choices to help the style or tone and is appropriate for the type of writing; powerful, varied, specific and sophisticated vocabulary; approached essay correctly.
	

	Grammar, Format
	Essay is riddled with errors; Did not follow any of the formatting (less than 1 pg) ; has problems with sentence construction; contained major “5” error.
	Essay contains one or more major errors or it has numerous minor errors; Followed some formatting (less than 1 pages); no sentence variety; contained major “5” errors; no title.
	Essay has a few minor errors in; followed most of the formatting (1.5pg); attempts some writing technique and some sentence variety; generally clean attempted title, maybe mis-punctuated .
	A few grammatical errors that do not interfere with meaning; followed all of the formatting (1.5+); attempts some sentence variety; grammar appropriate; good title.
	Essay is nearly flawless with few grammar errors; followed all of the formatting requirements (2 +); uses a range of sentence variety; beautiful technical precision; great title.
	


One page self-evaluation: 10 / ____ 
        
         FINAL   GRADE:  ___________   
 (One page, double-spaced) Response to the following questions. This is an informal (completion grade) response to your essay. Be honest, accurate, and critical of your writing.
Paragraph A: Think about what you learned from choosing and dissecting your word.  How did you choose your word? Are you glad you worked with this word? Is there something else you wish you could have written about? What struggles did you have with forming your essay on your definition? Are there any suggestions you would make to teach/complete this definition essay in a different manner?

Paragraph B: Was the sample essay (one about the tree) helpful to you?  Did the formatting/construction/organization of this essay create any issues? What are the strengths and weaknesses of this essay? What did you struggle with while writing this paper? What was easy for you? Did you have any grammar issues? Did peer editing help you in any way? How do you think you should be evaluated on this assignment? Anything else you want to add?

_______________________________________________

Your essay portfolio should include the following: 

(in this order, from the top to the bottom of the pile)

TOP

1. Rubric

2. Self-Evaluation

3. Final copy of essay

4. Peer editing sheet

5. Peer edited copy of your typed rough draft
