AP Language & Composition 

Due Date: Friday, February 19th

Research Project to accompany the reading of In Cold Blood

Directions: As you are reading the novel In Cold Blood by Truman Capote, you will notice that some murderers, or criminals in general, are affected differently by their crimes. Some criminals will try to forget what they have done and move on. Other criminals will dwell on the situation.  There is still another sect of people who will repeat their crime.  

Many scientists and psychologists try to analyze these people.  The psychologists try to figure out what would drive a person to murder. There are two schools of thought that have come to the forefront. The population is divided by those who believe that people are affected by their environment and those who maintain that a person’s actions are determined by their genes even before they are born. They call this argument nature (genetics) versus nurture (environment/ upbringing).  

Keeping this argument in mind, you need to do some research.  Choose any famous criminal (can be a mass murderer, serial killer, or habitual criminal) and study his/her story. Learn about his/her background. Study his/her murders and motives.  IN other words, research his/her history as if you are trying to analyze his/her behavior.  

Once you have completed your research, you need to write a persuasive essay in which you try to convince the audience (me) that the person committed the crimes because he/she felt naturally compelled to do so or because he/she felt greatly influenced by his/her environment. (Remember:  When researching a person’s environment it is important to consider his/her upbringing as well as his/her current state of affairs.) You may not conclude that nature and nurture are equal. The idea is for you to take a side and use your research to back up your conclusion.  However, it will be necessary for you to research the opposing point of view as well because as you know a strong argument always addresses the opposing side.  

Do not simply summarize your sources and write a biographical essay.  
You should consider researching the separate theories of nature versus nurture if you want to truly do this paper justice and find out what motivates a criminal.  
Please see the attached rubric to gain further information that will be important to the assessment of this writing piece.

What are the specific requirements?

· Use of at least 3, but no more than 6, credible sources (We’ll talk credibility…)
· MLA-style format including: 12 pt, Times New Roman font, header & heading, both direct and parenthetical citations, & Works Cited 

· 1000-1200 word count

What is turned in?
Your research packet must be submitted in this order:

1. attached rubric

2. essay

3. Works Cited

4. sources – information used is highlighted
RESEARCH PAPER RUBRIC
Name:  ___________________________





	CATEGORY
	4 – Above Standards

95-100
	3 – Meets Standards

80-94
	2 – Approaching

      Standards

61-79
	1 – Below Standards

60 and below

	Position Statement
	The position statement provides a clear, strong statement of the author's position on the topic.
	The position statement provides a clear statement of the author's position on the topic.
	A position statement is present, but does not make the author's position clear.
	There is no position statement.

	Support for Position
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. The writer anticipates the reader's concerns, biases or arguments and has provided at least 1 counter-argument.
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement.
	Includes 2 pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement.
	Includes 1 or fewer pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences).

	Evidence & Examples
	All of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author's position.
	Most of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author's position.
	At least one of the pieces of evidence and examples is relevant and has an explanation that shows how that piece of evidence supports the author's position.
	Evidence and examples are NOT relevant AND/OR are not explained.

	Accuracy
	All supportive facts and statistics are reported accurately.
	Almost all supportive facts and statistics are reported accurately.
	Most supportive facts and statistics are reported accurately.
	Most supportive facts and statistics were inaccurately reported.

	Sequencing
	Arguments and support are provided in a logical order that makes it easy and interesting to follow the author's train of thought.
	Arguments and support are provided in a fairly logical order that makes it reasonably easy to follow the author's train of thought.
	A few of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem a little confusing.
	Many of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order; distracting the reader and making the essay seem very confusing.

	Grammar & Spelling
	Author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content.
	Author makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content.

	Closing Paragraph
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader solidly understanding the writer's position. Effective restatement of the position statement begins the closing paragraph.
	The conclusion is recognizable. The author’s position is restated within the first two sentences of the closing paragraph.
	The author's position is restated within the closing paragraph, but not near the beginning.
	There is no conclusion – the paper just ends.

	Sources
	All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and cited correctly.
	All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and most are cited correctly.
	Most sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and cited correctly.
	Many sources are suspect (not credible) AND/OR are not cited correctly.


