Definition Essay Narrative
A definition essay is writing that explains what a WORD means. Some terms have definite, concrete meanings, such as glass, book, or tree – these may have different connotations (ideas or suggestions) for some people. Terms such as honesty, honor, or love are abstract and depend more on a person's point of view and experience. Choose your word wisely!
Choosing a Definition for your Word
When considering a word to choose, you need to think of what the word means in the dictionary, what it means to other people, and what it might mean to you. Using a WORD MAP is an easy way to consider these ideas. 
INTRODUCTION and Thesis Statement of a Definition Essay

In your introduction, you might want to give a broad overview of the Word. You can do this by:

· including using some of the ideas on your word map or

·  acknowledging what the dictionary says. 

· You might want to explain how or why the word is important to you or

· Why you dislike the word.

The thesis statement usually identifies the WORD being defined and provides a brief, basic definition that your narrative will illustrate. This should still be located in your introductory paragraph, around the last sentence. For example: 
· (term) (basic definition) (however/although/moreover statement that includes your personalized definition)  
· For Example: I though cross country was just another elective class, however, to me cross country means passion and perseverance.
BODY Paragraphs
You may not have a “3 paragraph” format for the body of this essay. Your body paragraphs should be organized so that they create a narrative that created your perspective on your word. 
· For example, for the “cross country” thesis, my narrative might write about how I chose the elective, my first day of practice, and my first successful race.

CONCLUSION: (English book p.476-477 for ideas)

· Refer to the introduction by restating your thesis

· Make sure the connection is clear between your narrative action and your definition.
· End with a thought-provoking quotation or question
