[bookmark: _GoBack]AP Language Exam Set-up:

Multiple Choice: 52–55 Questions | 60 Minutes | 45% of Exam Score 
• Includes excerpts from several non-fiction texts
 • Each excerpt has accompanying questions, including comprehension questions as well as questions over literary devices. 
Free Response: 3 Prompts | 2 Hours 15 Minutes | 55% of Exam Score
• 15 minutes for reading source materials for the synthesis prompt (in the free-response section)
• 120 minutes to write essay responses to the three free-response prompts
  
Prompt types
        Synthesis: Students read several texts about a topic and create an argument that synthesizes at least three of the sources to support their thesis.
        Rhetorical Analysis: Students read a non-fiction text and analyze how the writer’s language choices contribute to his or her purpose and intended meaning for the text.
        Argument: Students create an evidence-based argument that responds to a given topic.

Tips and Notes on AP Language & Composition:
· This class requires a great deal of time and thought. 
· A large portion of this class is Writing Workshop. We can always make a student’s writing better. We will write, write, write. We will write essays in the same format as the exam, so the students receive ample practice. We complete multiple practice exams over the course of the year. 
· Students will read OUTSIDE of class. Because we learn rhetoric, study current events, constantly broaden vocabulary, and have little time afterward, students will have a good deal of homework. This will mostly be reading. Outside reading helps students broaden their understanding of writing styles, rhetorical devices, and lessens the chance that what they see on the exam will be brand new to them. 
· TIME MANAGEMENT is crucial to this class. 
· I will give out reading schedules, project schedules, and weekly in-class schedules that will allow for planning. If the student participates in extra-curricular activities or works outside of school, these schedules make it possible to get their work in to me on time, every time. This also means that if a student misses class for any reason, he or she should always stay caught up while they are gone. Missing one day in AP is like a whole week in any other English course. 
· HAVE FUN! This course is designed to give students autonomy and choices. From choosing the books that they read to choosing project ideas and current event topics, students have the opportunity to make this course interesting to them. I have fun with the class and I want the students to as well. 
