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Date: _________________
A. Directions: Identify the adverb or adverbs in each of the following sentences. Then give the word or expression that each adverb modifies. If a sentence does not contain an adverb, write none.

1. Successful movie scripts, or screenplays, are written according to a very rigid formula.

2. The main character and the action of the story must grab an audience’s interest quickly.

3. Almost exactly twenty-five minutes into the movie comes a “plot point”.

4.  A plot point is a surprising event that swings the story around in another direction.

5. Most of the action and conflict occurs in the next hour of the movie.

6. Then comes another plot point, about eighty-five minutes into the movie.

7. Finally, the audience learns what happens to the characters.

8. The last time I went to a movie I really liked, I checked my watch.

9. It was quite interesting to find that the movie’s timing matched this formula.

10. Try this test yourself sometime.

B. Directions: Identify all the adverbs that modify other adverbs in the sentences below. After each adverb, give the adverb it modifies.

1. The cat leapt to the windowsill quite agilely.

2. The books were stacked rather haphazardly.

3. Corrie knew she’d have to get up incredibly early to watch the eclipse tomorrow.

4. The tornado almost completely destroyed the barn.

5. The famous diamond was more heavily guarded than any other exhibit in the museum.

6. My brother is nearly always finished with his paper route before I am finished with mine.

7. She registered too late to be eligible.

8. In the final four minutes of the game, Isaiah shot extremely accurately.

9. Usually it seems that each month goes more rapidly than the month before.

10. They walk onto the stage most calmly, as if they felt completely relaxed.
C. Directions: Identify the adverb or adverbs in each of the following sentences. Then give the word or expression that each adverb modifies. If a sentence does not contain an adverb, write none.

1. A couple of months ago, Brad and I finally decided to buy a houseplant for the kitchen.

2. The large ones we saw were too expensive for use.

3. Suddenly, Brad had a brainstorm.

4. “Let’s buy some seeds and grow them indoors.”

5. At the seed store, the owner, Mrs. Smith, greeted us cheerfully.

6. We explained that we wanted to grow a large plant but that our room never gets bright sunlight and that in the winter it can be especially chilly and dark.

7. “These are the seeds of the bo tree, an unusually hardy member of the fig family native to India,” said Mrs. Smith.

8. “There, this tree is sacred to Buddhists because it is said that the Buddha received enlightenment under a bo tree.”

9. When we got back to our house, we planted the seeds.

10. In a short time, they sprouted, and we now have an unusual houseplant that is suited to our environment.

D. Directions: Identify the adverb or adverbs in each of the following sentences. Then give the word or expression that each adverb modifies. If a sentence does not contain an adverb, write none.

1. The Montgolfier brothers worked steadily and earnestly to build the first hot-air balloon.

2. The first balloonists floated gently above Paris in a hot-air balloon that had been cleverly designed by the Montgolfier brothers.

3. Despite their ingenuity, The Montgolfiers originally thought that smoke, rather than hot air, would effectively push their balloon skyward.

4. In their experiments, the initially produced hot smoke by burning straw and wool.

5. Balloonists greatly appreciated the discovery that dense smoke was not a requirement for flight.

6. The immensely long wagon train started out from Denver, Colorado.

7. Both oxen and mules were used to pull unusually large wagons.

8. A moderately hard rain could turn the trail into a swamp.

9. Nights on the mountain could be quite cold.

10. Fire offered relief to thoroughly tired bones and muscles.
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6. Then comes another plot point, about eighty-five minutes into the movie.

7. Finally, the audience learns what happens to the characters.

8. The last time I went to a movie I really liked, I checked my watch.

9. It was quite interesting to find that the movie’s timing matched this formula.

10. Try this test yourself sometime.

B. Directions: Identify all the adverbs that modify other adverbs in the sentences below. After each adverb, give the adverb it modifies.

1. The cat leapt to the windowsill quite agilely.

2. The books were stacked rather haphazardly.

3. Corrie knew she’d have to get up incredibly early to watch the eclipse tomorrow.

4. The tornado almost completely destroyed the barn.

5. The famous diamond was more heavily guarded than any other exhibit in the museum.

6. My brother is nearly always finished with his paper route before I am finished with mine.

7. She registered too late to be eligible.

8. In the final four minutes of the game, Isaiah shot extremely accurately.

9. Usually it seems that each month goes more rapidly than the month before.

10. They walk onto the stage most calmly, as if they felt completely relaxed.
C. Directions: Identify the adverb or adverbs in each of the following sentences. Then give the word or expression that each adverb modifies. If a sentence does not contain an adverb, write none.

1. A couple of months ago, Brad and I finally decided to buy a houseplant for the kitchen.

2. The large ones we saw were too expensive for use.

3. Suddenly, Brad had a brainstorm.

4. “Let’s buy some seeds and grow them indoors.”

5. At the seed store, the owner, Mrs. Smith, greeted us cheerfully.

6. We explained that we wanted to grow a large plant but that our room never gets bright sunlight and that in the winter it can be especially chilly and dark.
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