Study Questions for Julius Caesar

Act I
1. What is the Feast of Lupercal?

2. Who are the tribunes? (names) How do they feel about Caesar?

3. What is the matter with Calpurnia? What does Caesar hope will help her?

4. What warning does the soothsayer give Caesar?

5. How does Cassius begin the plot to overthrown Caesar?

6. Who offers Caesar the crown? Why does he not take it?

7. Even though Caesar wants to be all-powerful, how is he flawed?

8. What 4 ominous signs occurred in scene III?

9. Who challenges the gods by walking around in the storm?
10. What does Cassius plan to do if Caesar is made King?

11. Whom do the conspirators believe must be won over to their plot if it is to 
succeed?
12. Who is Calpurnia?

13. When is the Ides?

Act II

1. Who was Lucius?
2. Why does Brutus decide Caesar must be killed?

3. Who talks the conspirators into just killing Caesar?

4. What are the conspirators’ plans for Antony?

5. Who is sick and agrees to follow Brutus blindly?

6. Explain Calpurnia’s dream.
7. What other dream (in real life) could we compare this to?
8. How does Decius talk Caesar into going to the Senate?

9. What happens, according to Calpurnia, when a Prince dies?
10. Who escorts Caesar to the Senate?

11. Who was Artemidorus? What does he try to do? How?

12. How does Brutus hurt Portia’s feelings? How does he feel about her?

13. Who are the 8 conspirators?

Act III

1.What 2 warnings does Caesar receive as he walks to the capitol?

2. Who is Cassius afraid will expose the plan?

3. Who makes the first stab?

4. What do the conspirators agree to let Antony do?

5. What is the condition they place on Antony’s speech?

6. What is the turning point in the play? Why?

7. To what animal does Antony compare Caesar?

8. Who was Octavius Caesar?

9. Why does Brutus say Caesar had to die?

10. What was the “most unkindest cut of all” to Caesar?

11. Who was an honorable man?

12. What 3 actions of Caesar’s does Antony name that prove he was not ambitious?

13. What did Caesar leave to the citizens in his will?

14. Why did the mob kill Cinna the poet? What did this show?

15. What do the conspirators claim they have given the common people?

Act IV

1. What is a triumvirate? Who are the three people now ruling Rome?

2. How has Marc Antony changed since the beginning of the play? What is he now obsessed with?

3. Who is Cassius’s servant?

4. What happened to Portia and why?

5. Where are the armies going to meet?

6. What does Caesar’s ghost tell Brutus? What is the ghost supposed to remind Brutus of?

Act V

1.How long does Octavius plan to fight?

2. Whose birthday is it on the day of the big battle?

3. What is the Epicurean philosophy?

4. What do Brutus and Cassius agree to do if they lose the battle? Why?

5. Who stabs Cassius?

6. What happens to Titinius?

7. Who holds Brutus’ sword while he runs through it?

8. Who speaks Brutus’ eulogy? What does he say about Brutus?

9. How does Octavius show his respect for Brutus?

