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English III
Mrs. Sabrina Terry
Email:  sterry@johnmilledge.org 
sterry4jma.weebly.com


www.johnmilledge.org  478-452-5570 ext. 302
Course Description:  In eleventh grade, our focus narrows to American Literature. In doing this, students are able to recognize, hone, and debate classic American themes, as well as sharpen their critical and comparative skills. We read American Literature beginning in 1492 through modern verse and drama. Our objectives are broken down into the following categories.
· Reading - We focus on literary key ideas and details; authors’ craft and structure; students’ ability to integrate knowledge and ideas; and to acknowledge text complexity.

· Writing - We focus on text types and purposes; students’ production and distribution of writing; research and students’ ability to build and present knowledge; students’ ability to have a wide range of writing.

· Speaking and Listening - We focus on student comprehension and collaboration; and students’ presentation of knowledge and ideas.

· Language - We focus on students’ ability to command conventions of Standard English; students’ knowledge of language; and students’ vocabulary acquisition and use.

Text:  Students will receive an American Literature (McDougall Littell 0618568662) textbook and an Elements of Language, Fifth Edition (Holt 003052668x) textbook. Each student assigned a book(s) takes full responsibility for said book(s).
· Parallel Reading: The purpose of parallel reading at John Milledge Academy is to engage students in challenging and substantial texts; apply knowledge of literary themes, elements and vocabulary to texts; enhance comprehension, vocabulary, and analysis of texts; and to create interest in readers through diverse and appealing texts according to grade-level curriculum. 

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

· No Country For Old Men by Cormac McCarthy
· The Great Gatsby  by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Accelerated Reader: Please remember that AR is a test grade and students need to prepare for it as they would a test! After reading the texts, students need to make a 70% or better on their quiz to receive credit for that test. All summer reading quizzes are due August 19, 2016. All fall semester quizzes must be completed by December 2, 2016. Spring AR quizzes must be completed by April 7, 2017. If a student does not complete AR, he/she will receive an incomplete for the year.
Frequently Asked Questions about the Accelerated Reader Program

· What is the point of having Accelerated Reader or extracurricular books? This program will continue to allow students to make improvements with their reading skills. Accelerated Reader has programs that assess comprehension, reading level, and reading skills – knowledge that is pertinent to doing well on the SAT. Furthermore, this gives students a chance to read texts that they may not typically choose and engage in classic novels that open the possibilities to create life-long learners.

· How can I find my AR book? Each high school English teacher will be distributing list of age and grade level appropriate books. Do not get abridged or condensed versions of any classics because they may not provide the adequate information needed to pass an AR quiz.

·  How many AR points am I required to earn? Each student in high school is required to read one book per semester, including two in the summer. Currently, students MUST choose his/her books from the correct grade level list or above, regardless of points. 

· What must I do to take an AR quiz? Please remember that AR is a test grade and students need to prepare for it as they would a test! Students will be assigned a username and password to access AR but they need teacher present to complete the test.

· May I take tests on books that I have previously read? The AR system will not allow students to take a test on a book that they have previously read for parallel reading. Because many of the questions on the tests are detail-oriented, it is recommended that students take a quiz as soon as possible after finishing a book.

· Are there any special rules I need to remember when taking the tests?  While testing, be sure to read all choices before selecting an answer. Students may not return to a previous screen to change or re-read an answer. Students: do not humiliate yourself by trying to take a test on a book that you have not actually read. The grade earned will be a TEST GRADE in your English class. Students may not re-take any test. If they fail a test, they will be required to read another book and take another test to meet the semester reading requirements. If a student takes multiple tests BEFORE the due date, the highest grade will count. After the due date, any test grade will earn an automatic deduction of 11 points per day tardy (If a student is one day late taking the AR quiz, the highest he/she could earn is an 89%, and so forth).

· May I take short cuts, such as relying on Cliff or Spark Notes, a friend, or a movie? No. If a teacher suspects that you did not actually read the book, he/she has the prerogative of revoking any points that you have earned. 

· Will I fail if I do not earn any points at all? That is a very real possibility. This assignment is a test grade, therefore it will reflect on your overall grade in the class. Furthermore, if a student fails to take a test at all he/she will receive an incomplete in the class until a test is past. Only by taking and passing a test on time can students earn the best grade possible.

Honor Code/Pledge:  John Milledge Academy expects each student to live as a responsible and honorable person.  When students are admitted to John Milledge, they become identified with the school.  It is expected that their conduct will reflect favorably upon them and the school at all times; therefore, the Honor Code is an integral part of the daily structure of school life which predicates the assumption that students are honorable and have the right to be trusted.  Each student must take personal responsibility in accepting the Honor Code.  The Honor Code encompasses academics, behavior, and character.

“I pledge to always act in an honest, honorable, and accountable manner and expect the same of my fellow students. I agree to promote exemplary behavior at all times and understand that there will be consequences for inappropriate actions.”

Tardy/Attendance:  Students who are not on time for class will be assigned one detention. Tardy to school, tardy to class, and attendance policies are outlined in the student handbook. Upon 10 unexcused absences from any class, per semester, a student may lose 10 points off his/her semester grade for that class.  Administration may assign further disciplinary measures including potential loss of credit for the course for exceeding 10 unexcused absences.  Extenuating circumstances will be reviewed by administration on appeal.
Make-Up Work:  It is the student’s responsibility to secure all missed work and to ensure that all requirements are satisfied. A student is expected to complete all class work within 3 days after being absent. This applies to assignments missed during the absence, without prior knowledge.  Students need to be proactive and consult on a teacher-by-teacher basis to schedule make-up work. A student should be prepared to take tests or complete any make-up work that he/she has prior knowledge of on the next day after missing. Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook for the complete Make-Up Work Policy.

Homework:  Homework, projects, and reports may be assigned at the discretion of the teacher on week nights and/or weekends.  All students are expected to do their homework thoroughly and turn it in at the beginning of the class on the due date or at the discretion of the teacher. 
Grading: A student’s yearly grade consists of an average of each semester’s grade. 

· Participation: 10 %

· Daily Grades/Quizzes : 25 %

· Tests: 45 %

· Semester Exam: 20%

Homework:  Homework, projects, and reports may be assigned at the discretion of the teacher on week nights and/or weekends.  All students are expected to do their homework thoroughly and turn it in at the beginning of the class on the due date or at the discretion of the teacher. Mrs. Terry is available for tutorial on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:15-3:30pm and by appointment otherwise.

The following types of assessments will be used to gauge performance and mastery:

· Writing assignments will be, on average, 2-3 typed pages. Time will be allotted in class for writing and typing. Rubrics will be used for assessment purposes. Students will keep a portfolio of work. All essays will be required to run through “Turn It In” before being submitted for a grade.
· English assignments will focus on grammatical necessities needed for stellar writing. Various types of questions (multiple choice, true/false, essay) will be used for assessment.  Homework will be graded for accuracy and may or may not be collected.
· Literature assignments will respond to literature through student and teacher-centered discussion, responsive and analytical writing, and critical thinking. Students will also be asked to make connections between literature and history, culture, the arts, and language. Quizzes will be given and may or may not be announced.
· Projects (group, in-class, and individual) will be used to promote teamwork, organizational skills, and creativity. 
Exam Exemptions: Students may exempt final exams on a class by class basis if the following conditions are met:

· They have a 90 yearly average in that subject or higher

· They have 8 or less unexcused absences during the year or 4 or less unexcused absences for a one semester class in that subject
· They have 10 or less tardies in that subject during the year or 6 or less tardies for a one semester class

· They have had no major disciplinary action in any subject

No one will be exempted from midyear examinations unless it is a one semester course.

The teacher will notify the student, in writing, of his or her exemption by the last day of regular class prior to the final examination week. 
Pertinent Information:  
The following types of assessments will be used to gauge performance and competency:

· Writing assignments will be, on average, 3-4 typed pages. Time will be allotted in class for writing and typing. Rubrics will be used for assessment purposes. All essays will be required to run through “Turn It In.com” before being submitted for a grade; this will be used as a point of assessment and a lesson in originality. 
· English assignments will focus on grammatical necessities needed for writing excellent, cohesive essays and reviewing basic knowledge for the SAT. Homework will be graded for accuracy and may or may not be collected as needed.
· Literature assignments will respond to literature through student-centered discussion, responsive and analytical writing, and critical thinking. Students will also be asked to make connections between literature and history, culture, the arts, and language. Quizzes will be given on a regular basis and may or may not be announced.
· Projects (group, in-class, and individual) will be used to promote teamwork, organizational skills, and creativity. Projects for 11th grade will include oral presentations, grammar projects and a MLA research paper.
Teacher Expectations of Students: 

1. I do not tolerate books left in classrooms, books that are unaccounted, or students without books.  Each student should have his or her book in class. Students will risk receiving a zero for a daily grade when he/she does not have a book.
2. Homework should be completed neatly. Typed homework is acceptable. E-mail homework is only acceptable on assignment basis. Technology breakdowns are not an excuse for late work, under these circumstances. If something happens for which you need an excuse (computer implodes, dog eats the keyboard, rampant lightening storm) please contact me ASAP via phone or otherwise to let me know your situation. Your lack of planning five minutes before class is not my emergency.

3. Class time is precious. Use the bathroom, phone, and/or your locker during break or between classes. If you have to leave my class for ANY reason (other than projectile vomiting), you will be asked to stay 10 minutes after school to make-up that time. Failure to show up for this time will result in detention or demerits.

4.  All rules regarding dress code, food, and appropriate behavior apply from the student handbook.

Content Outline:

· Fall, 2016:

· SAT, ACT preparation and practice daily

· Grammar: Parts of Speech, No Tolerance Mistakes, Agreement

· Writing: Narrative Essay, Definition Essay, College Project, Argumentative Essay
· Literature: Unit 1 The Age of Faith and The Age of Reason; Unit 2 Romanticism, and the American Gothic; Unit 3 Regionalism and Realism; The Crucible
· Cumulative Winter Exam

· Spring, 2017:

· SAT, ACT preparation and practice daily

· Grammar: Parallelism and Phrases, Usage

· Writing: Research Paper, Book Review, TBA
· Literature: Fahrenheit 451; Unit 4 Regionalism; \ Unit 5 Harlem Renaissance; Unit 6 Modernism and Contemporary Literature, The Great Gatsby, Poetry 
· Cumulative Spring Exam

.
· Note: Occasionally, literature that we read in class may have moderate cursing or adult themes that are not gratuitous. I strongly encourage parents to read the books students read, watch the movies, listen to the music, engage in the culture. Furthermore, the literature that we expose our students to will prepare them to stand by their beliefs, engage in critical thinking, and become a well-rounded student prepared for college.  Parents are always welcome to discuss novels with me.
Pertinent Information: All students are responsible for the rules and policies set forth in the most current Parent-Student Handbook, found online at www.johnmilledge.org under “quick links.”
