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AP English Language and Composition
Mrs. Sabrina Terry
Email:  sterry@johnmilledge.org www.johnmilledge.org   478-452-5570
Course Description:

This is a college-level course, and students can, by good performance on the Advanced Placement Examination, obtain up to one year of college credit and/or advanced placement in college composition. The course includes both the reading and analysis of discursive prose and the study of the process of writing – from the discovery of the topic to the preliminary drafts to the final edited version. Students will study samples or prose from various fields and periods primarily in American Literature. These examples will serve as models of effective styles and students will write on a variety of writing assignments calling for the use of different styles of tones. Through such study and practice, students gain an understanding of the principles of effective writing and become effective writers themselves. Finally, the organized study of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and larger discursive patterns introduces students to the semantic, structural, and theoretical resources of the language.
Texts:

Shea, Renee H., et all. The Language of Composition: Reading, Writing, Rhetoric. 2nd edition. Boston: 

Bedford/St. Martin’s: 2013.

Lunsford, Andrea, et al. Everything’s an Argument, with readings. 5th edition. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 

2010. 

Supplementary Texts

MLA Handbook. 6th edition.

Murphy, Barbara, and Estelle Rankin. 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language. New York: McGraw Hill, 2012.

Peterson, Linda. Ed. The Norton Reader. 13th edition. New York: Norton, 2012.
Other required reading:

Summer reading
Independent Reading (through the school year)
· Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: August/September

· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Mark Twain) 

· The Crucible (Arthur Miller)

· Into Thin Air (Jon Krakauer)
· The Scarlet Letter (Nathaniel Hawthorne)
· Additional novels TBA

Honor Code/Pledge:  John Milledge Academy expects each student to live as a responsible and honorable person.  When students are admitted to John Milledge, they become identified with the school.  It is expected that their conduct will reflect favorably upon them and the school at all times; therefore, the Honor Code is an integral part of the daily structure of school life which predicates the assumption that students are honorable and have the right to be trusted.  Each student must take personal responsibility in accepting the Honor Code.  The Honor Code encompasses academics, behavior, and character.

“I pledge to always act in an honest, honorable, and accountable manner and expect the same of my fellow students. I agree to promote exemplary behavior at all times and understand that there will be consequences for inappropriate actions.”
There is a zero tolerance for absences in AP classes. After a student’s 9th and subsequent unexcused absence in an AP class, the student must make up time hour for hour, or no course credit will be awarded. 
Tardy/Attendance:  Attendance is mandated by our accreditation and is valued because of the educational content of each class. Students are expected, therefore, to be present for all classes. Any absence or tardiness must be documented in writing or by oral communication with the parents. Furthermore, tardies and absences influence a student’s ability to exempt spring exams (see Handbook for details).

For tardies:

· A student is considered tardy to school from 1 minute to 10 minutes after the late bell of the first class of the day for the student. Students with more than 10 unexcused tardies to school in a school year will not be able to exempt exams. 

· After each set of five tardies to the first class, students may choose between 

· Making up one entire class period at the teacher’s discretion or 

· Receiving one unexcused absence from class. 

· A student is considered unexcused tardy absent from the first class beginning at the 11th minute after the late bell. 
For absences: 

· After 8 unexcused absences in a year, a student may not exempt spring exams.

· After 10 unexcused absences from any class per semester, a student may lose 10 points from his/her semester grade (see Handbook for details). 

·  Students may be given an opportunity to receive course credit and to avoid a 10 point deduction by making up class time beginning with the 11th unexcused absence and every consecutive absence (making up class time will be scheduled at a teacher’s discretion). 

Make-Up Work:  It is the student’s responsibility to secure all missed work and to ensure that all requirements are satisfied.

A student is expected to complete all class work within 3 days after being absent. This applies to assignments missed during the absence, without prior knowledge.  Students need to be proactive and consult on a teacher-by-teacher basis to schedule make-up work. A student should be prepared to take tests or complete any make-up work that he/she has prior knowledge of on the next day after missing. Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook for the complete Make-Up Work Policy.
Grading: A student’s yearly grade consists of an average of each semester’s grade.

· Participation: 10 %

· Daily Grades/Quizzes : 25 %

· Tests: 45 %

· Semester Exam: 20%

Homework: 
Homework, projects, and reports may be assigned at the discretion of the teacher on week nights and/or weekends.  All students are expected to do their homework thoroughly and turn it in at the beginning of the class on the due date or at the discretion of the teacher. Mrs. Terry is available for tutorial on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:15-3:30pm and by appointment otherwise.
Assignments:

The student will be asked to write a number of compositions in the course of each academic semester as well as one longer research paper. The compositions will vary in approach in order to give the student experience in writing several different types of papers. At least half of the compositions will be done in class. All compositions will be given feedback by the teacher and/or other classmates. This feedback will focus on sentence structure and developing fluidity in students’ writing. 
Examinations:

Quizzes, on daily material, are given at the discretion of the instructor; they are often unannounced. The date and the material for each major examination will be announced at least one week in advance. It is the student’s responsibility to make the necessary arrangements for make-up tests.

Instructor:


I will be available to discuss any problems a student might be experiencing with this course both before and after school on most days. If you are experiencing any serious difficulty with this course, you should make an appointment to see me. Composition conferences will be scheduled before or after school. 
Pertinent Information:

1. I do not tolerate books left in classrooms, books that are unaccounted, or students without books.  Each student should have his or her book in class. Students will risk receiving a zero for a participation grade when he/she does not have a book.
2. BE RESPECTFUL TO YOURSELF, YOUR PEERS, & YOUR SCHOOL. 

3. Homework should be completed neatly, in pencil or blue/black ink. Typed homework is acceptable. E-mail homework is only acceptable on assignment basis.

4. All rules regarding dress code, food, and class etiquette apply from the Student Handbook.

Course Outline:

This course integrates instruction in Language and Composition with American literature. Since most states require a survey of American literature at the eleventh grade level and since the AP Language and Composition course is a logical preparatory experience for the AP Literature and Composition course (12th grade), these two programs mesh effectively for many schools. The same content of the regular American literature course will be covered with additional emphasis placed on synthesizing composition and literature instruction through a thematic, conceptual approach which focuses on critical thinking about ideas. A central focus will be to give students a foundation in rhetorical approaches using the American literature as the primary model.
Content Outline:

· Fall, 2015:

· SAT, ACT preparation, Vocabulary Skill Practice
· Rhetoric & The Writer: Analysis of the art of written (and spoken word)

· Understanding Perspective: Close reading strategies, practice, and analysis of Non-Fiction texts

· Argument: Understanding and Practicing the art of argument; Debate
· Writing: Rhetorical Analysis (Q2) Practice, Argument (Q3) Practice
· Literature: The Scarlet Letter, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Fahrenheit 451, Other outside readings TBA

· Exam Prep: Multiple Choice Bootcamp, Writer’s workshop
· Spring, 2016:

· SAT, ACT preparation and practice daily

· Writing: Synthesis (Q1) Essay; Writer’s Workshop, Modes of Development

· Understanding Perspective: Close reading strategies, practice, and analysis of Non-Fiction texts
· Exam Prep: Multiple Choice Bootcamp, Writer’s workshop
· Literature: In Cold Blood, Drive, outside Non-fiction readings and article analysis; famous speeches; other outside reading TBA 

· AP EXAM MAY 11th 
